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USF presidential Search committee
advances candidates to final stage

By Sofía García Vargas
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he University of
South Florida could
soon have a new
president.
The university’s official
presidential search committee
announced last week that
it advanced two candidates
to the final stage: Lt. Gen.
Jeffrey Talley and USF’s
Interim President Rhea Law
At a March 1 presidential
search committee meeting, the
18-prospect pool was reduced
to two, with a unanimous
decision on advancing Law
to the interview stage, while
Talley gained a five-vote
consideration.
During the meeting,
Alberto Pimentel from SP&A
Executive Search, the firm
in charge of the recruitment
process, emphasized the
extensiveness of the search
both in focus and time.
SP&A is also in charge
of searches for positions
at universities across the
country — like Florida State
University and Texas A&M
University.
SP&A’s outreach strategy
looked at individuals holding

president, vice president,
provost and dean positions at
universities with high levels
of research, academics in
federal agencies, senior-level
roles in national laboratories
(many associated with
universities) and applicants
coming from foundations with
a focus in high education.
After former USF
President Steve Currall’s
sudden retirement in July
of last year, Board of
Trustees (BOT) Chair Will
Weatherford recommended
Law to serve as interim
president.
Even though she claimed
that she would not apply for
the permanent position, Law
filed an application to stay in
the role long-term at the end
of February.
In her letter of application
for the presidential role, Law
stated her desire to focus
on “giving faculty, staff and
students the tools they need
to maximize success within
this new paradigm,” “creating
a culture of inclusive
excellence” and “building
infrastructure for innovation.”
During Tuesday’s meeting,
chair of the committee,
Michael Griffin, thanked the

Preliminary SG
results announced
By Molly Ryan
Crow’s Nest Staff

L

ast Friday, the
announcement
of Student
Government’s (SG)
preliminary general election
results marked the beginning
of a new chapter for the
University of South Florida
(USF).
From Feb. 28 through
March 3, students cast their
votes via online ballots
for the next student body
president and vice president
and prospective amendments
for SG’s Constitution, as
well as governor, lieutenant
governor, Campus Council
representatives and senators
for their respective campus.

On Friday morning, the
preliminary election results
were announced by SG’s
Election Rules Committee
(ERC).
Before finalizing the
election results, the ERC must
hear all grievances and elected
students must accept their
seats.

Presidential election
results
Culminating votes across
all three campuses under
“OneUSF,” Nithin Palyam
and Amy Pham were elected
to serve as the next student
body president and vice
president, respectively.

See SG RESULTS on p. 3

COURTESY OF USF

At a March 1 presidential search committee meeting, the pool of 18 prospects
was reduced to two. On March 4, the search committee interviewed the two
candidates about their personal and professional experiences and what they
thought would make them fit for the position.
community for its engagement
in the selection process of the
next USF president.
Public engagement was
decisive in the recruitment
process as it weighed input
from students, faculty, staff,
alumni and other supporters
of the university on what they
would like to see in USF’s

eighth president.
On Friday, both candidates
participated in an interview
session with the search
committee from 8:30 to 11:30
a.m. in Traditions Hall at the
Gibbons Alumni Center on
the Tampa campus.
During the interview, the
candidates discussed subjects

like community engagement,
fundraising and resource
development, diversity,
athletics and promoting
“OneUSF.”
For his opening statement,
Talley expressed his desire to
bridge academics, community
and business.

See FINALISTS on p. 2

‘Stop with this COVID theater’ —
Gov. DeSantis scolds students at USF Tampa

By Sophia George
Crow’s Nest Staff

D

uring a press
conference at the
University of South
Florida’s Tampa campus
last Wednesday, Gov. Ron
DeSantis scolded students
for wearing face masks
–– immediately sparking
backlash on social media and
news outlets across the nation.
DeSantis attended the
meeting to introduce a $20
million grant from the Florida
Department of Education to
Cyber Florida, which would
help foster more careers in
cybersecurity and information
technology, according to a
press release.
Students from Middleton
High School (MHS) in
Tampa were in attendance to

represent their school and its
successful advancements in
cybersecurity education.
Moments before DeSantis
took to the podium to address
the audience, he turned around
and reprimanded the students,
who stood behind him on
stage, for wearing masks.
“You do not have to wear
those masks. I mean, please
take them off,” DeSantis
said. “Honestly, it’s not doing
anything and we’ve got to
stop with this COVID theater.
So, if you want to wear it,
fine, but this is ridiculous.”
A day prior to the
conference, DeSantis (@
GovRonDeSantis) tweeted,
“Florida businesses need to
stop relying on outdated CDC
forced masking of worker
requirements... A 9 to 5 job
should not be a N-95 job.”

Hillsborough Schools
Superintendent Addison Davis
penned a statement on the
incident –– defending the
district and the students.
“We are excited our
students from Middleton
High School were highlighted
as part of the statewide
focus around cybersecurity
education,” Davis said. “Our
Cybersecurity pathway at
MHS has had tremendous
success through students
earning industry certifications,
participating in internships
and leading the way in
computer systems and
information technology.”

See DESANTIS on p. 5
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2 NEWS
Law emphasized that
during her time as interim
president she led the
redevelopment of USF’s
five-year strategic plan,
“In Pursuit of Excellence,”
collaborated between the
university’s three campuses
under “OneUSF” and
halted controversial plans
to develop the USF Forest
Preserve.
Both candidates agreed
on the importance of giving
students the tools, education,
support and encouragement
to connect and network
with the community to be
successful.
After the interviews, the
committee evaluated each
candidate and provided
feedback on their answers.
One committee
member discussed
Talley’s experiences and
demonstrated the diversity
he could bring to USF
from them. He was also
described as an important

Continued from front page
potential asset as an
“incredible fundraiser, while
also bringing an academic
background, a business
background and all of his
impeccable leadership
skills.”
Another member
highlighted Talley’s
impressive 29-page long
curriculum vitae, stating
that “it is very easy to be
impressed with his history
with the military and all that
work that he has done in the
past with many universities.”
However, none of that work
was done at USF, making
it “a long transition period
along a long learning curve.”
As for Law, the
committee expressed the
importance of her continuous
involvement with the
university over the years and
how that puts her one step
ahead in the process.
“Listening to President
Law is organic. She knows
this university; she knows
this community and she
understands the state,” one

COURTESY OF USF

member said. “There’s no
transition period issues.
There’s no learning curve.
When it comes to [Law],
she’s a proven leader and
she has been acting as a
president for seven months
now. And I would hate for
that to stop while somebody
else needs to learn about our
area, our contacts and so
forth.”
Following the discussion,
the committee decided to
proceed with both Talley and
Law to the next step of the
presidential search –– with
Talley receiving seven votes

and Law with a unanimous
decision.
The next stage includes
campus visits, an interview
with the BOT and then
a final meeting with the
Florida Board of Governors
(BOG). After each campus
visit, the community will
be able to share feedback
via the Presidential Search
Committee website, which
will be reviewed by the BOT
before its interview with the
candidates.
When a decision is made,
it will need confirmation
from the BOG.

“The hiring of the
president is one of the
board’s most important
responsibilities. The leader
of our great university will
make an impact on literally
hundreds of thousands of
lives and will play a major
role in shaping the progress
of our region,” Griffin said in
a university-wide email.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE CANDIDATES:

Rhea Law

Lt. Gen. Jeffrey Talley

• Founding member of the USF BOT, where she spent five years
as vice chair and four years as the first and only female chair.

• Senior executive with experience in military, academic,
corporate and government positions.

• Founding member of the Board of Directors of the USF Law
Alumni Society.

• Has experience in large-scale organizations, public-private
partnerships, national and cybersecurity, environmental
and energy sustainability, disaster emergency management,
infrastructure resilience, data analytics and technology, R&D
and higher education.

• Member of the USF Research Foundation Board.
• Named Distinguished Alumna by the USF Alumni Association
in 2018.
• Former chair of the Board of Directors for the Health
Professions Conferencing Corporation with the USF Center for
Advanced Medical Learning and Simulation (CAMLS).
• Honorary member of the USF Chapter of the National
Academy of Inventors.
• Honorary Doctor of Medicine Degree from the USF Morsani
College of Medicine.
• Served on the Board of Directors for the Tampa Bay
Technology Forum and the H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center and
Research Institute Board of Directors.
• Currently serves on Moffitt’s National Advisory Board.

• Currently serves as a member of the U.S. Global Leadership
Coalition based in Washington D.C., an organization that
works to strengthen tools of national security.
• Serves as president and CEO of The Public Private Partnership
Initiatives (P3i) Group, a management consulting firm for
government, business, not-for-profit and academia.
• His military career included duty in the United States, Korea,
Kuwait and Iraq.
• Appointed to the rank of lieutenant general and to a fouryear term as the 32nd chief of Army Reserve and seventh
commanding general of the U.S. Army Reserve Command in
2012.
• Awarded two Army Distinguished Medals and three Bronze
Star Medals.

• Former chief executive officer and chair of the board of
Fowler White Boggs and led the merger of Fowler with a
national firm, Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney.
• Worked as the university research project administrator for the
Office of Sponsored Research.
• Served as chair of the Board of Overseers at Stetson
University College of Law, helping to select both a dean of the
College of Law and president of the university.

sgarciavargas@usf.edu
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Continued from front page
Out of the 2,325 votes cast
across all three campuses,
the Palyam and Pham ticket
received 64% of the vote
with 1,295 of 2,011 votes
from Tampa, 62% of the vote
with 162 of 260 votes from
St. Petersburg and 56% of
the vote with 30 of 54 from
Sarasota-Manatee.
The ticket campaigned
and detailed their aspirations
for the university with
their “HERD” platform
—an acronym for Health,
Empowerment, Research and
Development.
Under “HERD,” the ticket
plans to advocate for the
wellbeing of both the student
body and the environment
across all three campuses
through initiatives centered
around sustainability, mental
health, accessibility and

THE CROW ’S NEST
campus representation.
Palyam and Pham ran
against fellow USF Tampa
students Truong “Tony” Tran
for president and Rughved
Brahman for vice president,
who campaigned under their
“UNITE” platform — an
acronym for Unification,
Navigation, Integration,
Transition and Exploration.
The Tran and Brahman
ticket received 36% of the
vote with 716 of 2,011 votes
from Tampa, 38% of the vote
with 98 of 260 votes from
St. Petersburg and 44% of
the vote with 24 of 54 from
Sarasota-Manatee.

Gubernatorial
results
This year marks the third
gubernatorial election under a
consolidated SG.

Three tickets — Kenneth
“Kenny” Bright and Zackery
Morales, Nathan Poinsette
and Kaiya Huggins and
Sean Schrader and Joshua
Rampertab — ran for the
St. Petersburg campus’ next
governor and lieutenant
governor, respectively.
For the St. Petersburg
campus, only 260 votes
were cast for student-body
presidential tickets, whereas
308 votes were cast for
the gubernatorial tickets.
According to Supervisor of
Elections Savannah Carr,
some St. Petersburg students
were unsure if they were
supposed to cast votes for
both the presidential and
gubernatorial tickets.
The preliminary results
revealed that Poinsette and
Huggins had the most votes
at 132, receiving 43% of the
vote. Followed by Schrader

and Rampertab at 101 votes
(33%) and Bright and Morales
at 75 (24%).
However, since no ticket
received the 51% required
majority, a winner could not
be announced.
On March 8, St. Petersburg
students will have the chance
to settle the winning ticket for
St. Petersburg’s governor and
lieutenant governor between
Poinsette and Huggins and
Schrader and Rampertab,
as they were the two tickets
with the most votes. Voting
will close at 11:59 p.m. the
following day.
Alternatively, the seats
for governor and lieutenant
governor were filled at the
Tampa and Sarasota-Manatee
campuses.
Both tickets ran
uncontested, with Joseph
Cipriano and Gabrielle Henry
from Tampa and Evelyn De
Oliveira and Madison Sosa
from Sarasota-Manatee
elected as each campus’s
governor and lieutenant
governor, respectively.

Senate and
St. Petersburg
Campus Council
results

AUBREY CARR | THE CROW’S NEST

(Left to right) Results appoint Nithin Palyam and Amy Pham as the next student
body president and vice president respectively.

During this general
election, the Senate was
officially reduced from
the original 60 seats to 40,
guaranteeing at least three
seats per campus — the rest
determined in proportion to
campus population— per

NEWS 3
Constitutional Amendment
XII, Article III, Section II, one
of 24 amendments passed in
this election. Only 39 of the
40 seats were filled.
This election allowed for
31 seats from Tampa, five
from St. Petersburg and four
from Sarasota-Manatee —
however, Sarasota-Manatee
only filled three of its four
seats.
Out of nine that ran, the five
elected senators from St.
Petersburg are:
• Nathan Tout-Puissant
• Kenneth “Kenny” Bright
• Allison Richards
• Elizabeth Olson
• Courtney Dalton
Out of those that ran, the
nine students elected to
serve on the St. Petersburg
Campus Council include:
• Kenneth “Kenny” Bright
• Nathan Tout-Puissant
• Allison Richards
• Zackery Morales
• Courtney Dalton
• Matthew Ibarra
• Lorguens “Jason” Saintelien
• Savannah Erickson
• Jalise Martinez
mollyr5@usf.edu

St. Petersburg candidates weigh in on
gubernatorial runoff election

By Molly Ryan
Crow’s Nest Staff

F

or the first time
as a consolidated
organization, Student
Government (SG) at the
University of South Florida
will be holding a runoff
election to settle the winners
for the St. Petersburg campus’
gubernatorial tickets.
Three tickets ran for St.
Petersburg’s next governor
and lieutenant governor,
respectively, in this year’s SG
general election — Kenneth
“Kenny” Bright and Zackery
Morales, Nathan Poinsette
and Kaiya Huggins and
Sean Schrader and Joshua
Rampertab.
However, only Poinsette,
Huggins, Schrader and
Rampertab will advance to
the runoff election — which
will be held starting March
8, ending at 11:59 the next
day — giving the tickets an
opportunity to showcase their
ambitions once again to the
students of St. Petersburg.
In SG’s general election,
Poinsette and Huggins gained
the highest percentage of
votes at 43%. However,
they could not be declared
the winners as they did not
receive the required 51%
majority.

“We are feeling beyond
blessed to have a spot in
the runoff [election] and are
super grateful for everyone
that has shown us support
and believes in us and our
mission,” the Poinsette and
Huggins ticket said to The
Crow’s Nest. “Knowing that
we have made connections
with students and have gained
their trust for them to vote us
into this position makes me
feel grateful and thankful to
them.”
Poinsette and Huggins
credited much of their success
in the general election to
making connections with
students through ongoing and
active communication.
Schrader and Rampertab
came second to their
opponents with 33% percent
of the vote.
“We’ve had a lot of fun
sharing our vision for USF
St. Pete’s future with so
many students, and we are
looking forward to continuing
that going into the runoff
election,” the Schrader and
Rampertab ticket said to
The Crow’s Nest. “It’s really
a privilege for both of us,
especially as our campaign
has centered around uniting
students from different
backgrounds. The support

we’ve received demonstrates
that our message is sticking,
and we will continue to push
that message.”
Both tickets expressed that
they would be using the extra
time before the final vote to
further connect with students
and reiterate their goals.
“This week, we will
continue to spread that
message, as well as our top
focuses including initiating a
recycling awareness campaign
of what’s recyclable and
what’s not, focusing on
improving student services of
parking, housing, and dining
and furthering opportunities
for students to be involved
in St. Petersburg, like more
student discounts offered by
local businesses,” said the
Schrader and Rampertab
ticket.
Poinsette and Huggins
expressed that they would
continue to “talk to as many
students as possible.”
“We try to be very vocal
on the things we want to see
change,” said the Poinsette
and Huggins ticket. “We feel
as if many students share
the concerns we have about
campus dining, involvement,
and transparency of our
student government. We want
to talk with as many students

as we can and hear what they
want to see change so we can
ensure we do that if we are
elected in.”
Both tickets shared the
sentiment that, if elected, they
will work to advocate for
students.
“We are going to focus
on how we actually achieve
specific changes that will
impact all students if we’re
fortunate to win,” said the
Schrader and Rampertab
ticket. “At the end of the day,
our message is that student
government must work for all

students, not just for us.”
“We truly want to hear
anything the students want
to see change so we can
serve our fellow bulls in the
best way we can,” said the
Poinsette and Huggins ticket.
“[SG] is for the students.
Therefore, if elected it will
not be a ‘position of power’
rather, we want to be your
voice and change the things
our fellow bulls wish to see
changed.”
mollyr5@usf.edu

AUBREY CARR | THE CROW’S NEST

(Left to right) Voting for the runoff election between
Nathan Poinsette and Kaiya Huggins on one ticket
and Sean Schrader and Joshua Rampertab on the
other will be held March 8 through 9.

March 7, 2022

4 NEWS
By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

U

niversity of
South Florida St.
Petersburg campus
anthropology professors
Kathryn and John Arthur,
contributed to a historydefining academic study that
has unraveled an ancient
mystery.
The most recent version
of the study published in the
journal Nature on Feb. 23 not
only links together centuries
worth of human development,
but accentuates the overall
importance of studying
history and how it affects our
everyday lives.
While conducting research
on the Gamo people in
southern Ethiopia in 2012,
the Arthurs and their team
discovered a 4,500-year-old
male skeleton buried within
Mota Cave. After getting
permission from the Gamo
elders to excavate the site
— as caves are viewed as
sacred ground — and four
days of tedious digging, the
team found that the skeleton
was well preserved due to the
cave’s protection from erosive
forces and deep soil deposit.
In 2013, the skeleton, later
named Bayira — meaning
“first born” in the Gamo
language — was transported
to the University of
Cambridge where geneticists
extracted DNA from his ear
bone and discovered that the
ancient African was “highly
adaptive and capable of living
in low-oxygen, high-altitude
conditions,” according to a
press release.
After two more years
of extensive analysis
and collaboration
between anthropologists,
archaeologists and geneticists,
Bayira became the first ever
completely sequenced ancient
human genome from the
African continent. Published
in the journal Science in
2015, this was a monumental
achievement for the Arthurs
and all those involved.
“Because most African
environments don’t preserve
bodies as well as other parts
of the world, we didn’t think
this would ever be possible,”
Kathryn Arthur told The
Crow’s Nest.
This feat was not just
celebrated by scientists and
historians, but also by the
Gamo people, who could now
claim a close relation to the
only fully sequenced African
ancestor.
“This really gave [the
Gamo people] a sense of
pride, especially since this
group has been discriminated
against in the past,” the
Arthurs said. “They were
very excited and even created
a celebratory song about
Bayira.”
In 2021, more DNA was
extracted from Bayira — this
time from the plaque scraped
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USFSP professors emphasize the importance
of human history in groundbreaking study
off his teeth — and revealed
that our ancient ancestors’
diets may have relied more
on starch and carbohydrates,
rather than meat. The study,
published in Proceedings
of the National Academy of
Sciences, indicated that this
could have played a role in
the development of large
human brains, according to a
press release.
“We tend to think of the
past as simpler, but this DNA
study has allowed us to look
through time and see that
our ancestors traveled long
distances, socially interacted
with one another and lived
complex lifestyles more than
50,000 years ago,” Kathryn
Arthur said.
The Arthurs believe Bayira
still has much more to offer
and will only continue to
reshape both African and
human history the more that
he is studied.
“We’re continually
surprised by the innovation
of scholars today and the
possibilities are endless when
archaeologists and geneticists
work together,” Kathryn
Arthur said. “There’s so much
we can learn about the past
from just one individual. It’s
amazing.”
When asked about Bayira’s
significance and why learning
about the past is important,
the Arthurs agreed that the
past continues to affect our
everyday lives — such as
the way it has structured
our society — and when
acknowledged and educated
on, it has the ability to bring
people closer together.
“[Bayira] shows that we’re
all interconnected. We are not
isolated by our geography and
we, the human species, have a
common history,” John Arthur
said. “This study brings us
back together as one people
and rewrites past ideas about
our ancestors.”
As for how this
groundbreaking study affects
USF St. Petersburg and the
credibility of the anthropology
program, “it shows that
this department performs
internationally and conducts
cutting-edge research on the
highest of stages,” the Arthurs
said.
“This department has
a very strong faculty with
amazing scholars. We bring
this knowledge into the
classroom and expose our
students to the significance of
this field. You can get a great
education at a small school,
and we hope to continue
educating USF St. Pete
students to the fullest.”

COURTESY OF JOHN MITCHELL

Professors Kathryn and John Arthur bring their cutting-edge research and
experience into the classrooms of USF St. Petersburg.

mksteele1@usf.edu

COURTESY OF PROFESSOR KATHRYN ARTHUR

Mota Cave, located in southern Ethiopia, revealed a 4,500-year-old skeleton
buried within its deep soil deposit.
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Continued from front page
“As always, our students
should be valued and
celebrated. It is a student and
parent’s choice to protect
their health in a way they
feel most appropriate. We are
proud of the manner in which
our students represented
themselves and our school
district.”
While there is no
active mask mandate for
Hillsborough County, the
COVID-19 transmission level
remains high for the area,
according to the Center for
Disease Control (CDC).
Parents, students and
community leaders from
across Florida voiced their
frustration and concerns
regarding DeSantis’ actions
–– with many labeling it as
“bullying.”
Former congresswoman
from Florida’s 26th
Congressional District,
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell,
addressed the incident on her
Twitter (@DebbieforFL) later
that day.
“@GovRonDeSantis
is taking away Floridian’s
freedoms in the classroom, in
business, in a Dr’s office, in
local government… Today he

took away students’ freedom
of choice at USF,” MucarselPowell said in a tweet.
Despite the backlash, many
hopped onto social media
to back DeSantis –– a poll
tweeted by WFLA (@WFLA)
last Thursday asking for the
community’s feedback on the
incident illustrated that 91.5%
of participants believe he was
not in the wrong.
COURTESY OF USF
With USF’s logo in the
video, which has been widely Gov. Ron DeSantis called out Middleton High
circulated across the internet, School students for wearing masks at a USF Tampa
USF students commented on
conference discussing cybersecurity advancements.
the incident and how they
think this will reflect on the
Tinsley thinks DeSantis could the public’s response and to
institution.
have approached the situation defend his actions –– posting
“If the masks are ‘not
in a different way.
a compilation video that
doing anything,’ then why
“At first glance, I was very calls out other politicians
is [DeSantis] so bothered by
upset with how he approached and officials for being
a group of high schoolers
that situation. He had a super
“hypocritical” and proves he
wearing them when it has
condescending tone and really won’t concede to critics.
no effect on how he lives his
put those students on the
He captioned the video,
life, besides the possibility
spot,” Tinsley said. “I don’t
“The political science show
of lowering his chance of
think it paints a bad picture
cannot go on. Its curtain call
contracting COVID-19,”
of USF honestly, the students
for COVID-19 theater.”
freshman biology major Vi
were being respectful and
Gallagher told The Crow’s
wearing their masks. He was
george117@usf.edu
Nest. “Hopefully, people
the one making it awkward
realize that although he made
and kind of bullying them into
his speech there, that it does
taking them off.”
not reflect on USF.”
The next day, DeSantis
Junior mass
took to his personal Twitter
communications major Faith
(@RonDesantisFL) to address

MISC.
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margin
By Baron Reichenbach
Crow’s Nest Staff

R

egistration for
summer and fall
2022 classes is on
the horizon –– March 28
for degree-seeking students,
and April 22 for non-degree
students.
Be sure to book your
advisor appointments 14
days in advance for a good
shot at class seats. I’ve
experienced firsthand the
struggle of signing up late
for classes, so don’t be like
me, m’kay?
baronr@usf.edu

By Sophia George
Crow’s Nest Staff
MONDAY
Spring break is
approaching –– take this
time to not only relax but
give back to the community
by signing up for an USB
Service Box Kit. You
can choose between an
environmental kit, which
includes supplies to do a
clean-up, or a social kit,
with materials to write
a letter to someone in a
high-risk community. Sign
up now on BullsConnect
and pick up your free kit in
SLC 1800 by March 10.
TUESDAY
It’s International
Women’s Day and The
Edge is inviting you out
to celebrate women’s
achievements while
connecting with others
through games and creative

activities. The event will
take place from 3 to 5 p.m.
and will feature painting
lessons, pot decorating,
photo booths, Kahoot,
prizes and food. Register
on BullsConnect.
WEDNESDAY
Calling all Harry
Potter fans, 3 Daughters
Brewing at 222 22nd St.
S. is hosting a Wizarding
World Themed Trivia
from 7 to 9 p.m. Put your
Harry Potter knowledge to
the test for a chance to win
3 Daughters Brewing gift
cards worth up to $75, and
for a chance at even more
prizes, come in your best
Wizarding World costume.
Visit eventbrite.com for
more information.

THURSDAY
There are many
opportunities throughout
the semester to get out and
meet people on campus,
including HAB by the Bay.
From 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.,
grab your friends and head
down to Harborside Lawn
for food, games and live
music. Sandwiches from
Jimmy John’s as well as
snacks and desserts from
Publix will be provided.
RSVP on BullsConnect or
bring your student ID and
check-in upon arrival.
FRIDAY
Take a break from the
hustle and bustle of campus
and midterms season
by heading downtown
to Awakening Wellness
Center at 2126 First Ave.
S. for Social Friday.

This event takes place
every Friday from 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and
gives locals the chance to
learn about Tampa Bay’s
holistic healers, crafters
and teachers. Take a tour
of the studio and try
out the Salt Room. For
more information, visit
eventbrite.com.
SATURDAY
A fun-filled festival
featuring live jazz music
and fundraising for local
communities and schools
is coming to Tampa. Jazz
on the Lawn at Riverwalk
STEM Academy features
live music, games, local
business vendors and
food. All proceeds benefit
nonprofit Tampa Bay
organizations aimed at
assisting low-income
neighborhoods and schools.

The event is taking place at
Riverwalk STEM Academy
at Just Elementary School,
1315 W. Spruce St. Visit
eventbrite.com for more
information.
SUNDAY
Get a group together
for the ultimate challenge
and adventure with
One Team Scavenger
Hunt St. Petersburg
by Puzzling Adventures.
It’s a cross between
a scavenger hunt,
adventure race and a
self-guided tour around
St. Petersburg. Since the
adventure is self-guided,
participating teams can
start at any time. Check
out eventbrite.com
for tickets and more
information.
george117@usf.edu
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Jewish students speak out after
antisemitic acts at USF

OPINION

THE
CROW’S NEST
Mission Statement
The Crow’s Nest is committed to
providing its readers with news
relevant to the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg campus and its
surrounding community. The Crow’s
Nest abides by the highest ethical
standards and focuses on stories that
help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards
of reporting as defined by the Society
of Professional Journalists. Opinions
in this newspaper do not necessarily
represent those of the administration,
faculty or student body.
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J

ewish students
are angry –– we
are disappointed,
frustrated and shocked by the
antisemitism occurring on our
campus.
After recent incidents
at the University of South
Florida, we feel marginalized
and minimized as a
community. The hateful acts
we’ve borne witness to
are seemingly being swept
under the rug. Like any
other prejudice or hatred,
antisemitism should be
addressed directly instead of
trivialized and suppressed.
On Feb. 11, a Jewish
fraternity pledge was forced
to have a swastika drawn
on him. Four days later, an
anonymous and incredibly
antisemitic post appeared on
social media.
The incidents mentioned
above have fortunately
sparked meaningful
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As USF Hillel Student
Leaders, we’re accustomed
to worrying about our
safety. This is the Jewish
experience. We rarely host
events on campus and instead
prefer to utilize our building
to minimize the risk of
disturbance, hostility or threat.
That being said, even at
the Hillel building we’re used
to requesting police presence
as a deterrence. No other
community on campus is
expected to endure the effects
of consistent prejudice the
way we are. Why is our safe
experience negotiable? Why
is antisemitism seemingly
excused?
Despite the ongoing
attacks against our
community, we are resilient.
Our community will
always be stronger than those
who wish us harm. Our knees
do not tremble. Our heads will
continue to be held high. We
will be proud and empowered.
We will love our Judaism,
culture and people more than
those who hate us for it.
Throughout history, many
tried to exterminate our
people, but none succeeded.
Our ancestors endured
antisemitism and we’re still
here. We will follow in their

footsteps by consistently
speaking out against the
antisemitism we face. We will
not be gaslit. We will not be
overlooked or pushed aside.
We expect change.
Accountability,
transparency and education
are the cornerstones to
addressing any form of hatred,
including antisemitism.
By properly addressing
antisemitism at USF, we will
not only be acknowledging
Jewish voices, but we will
also better our community as
a whole.
Fear, intimidation and
hate are not USF values.
We came to USF for an
education. We didn’t come
to be marginalized or to fight
for our identity, but we will
if we have to. We are proud
Bulls who will maintain our
identities for the betterment of
ourselves, our people and the
overall USF community.
Sarah Goldberg is
the president and Sivan
Bennaim is the social media
vice president of USF
Hillel: Morris and Bertha
Escoll Center for Jewish
Campus Life.

IF ELECTED, ‘THE STUDENTS are OUR BOSS’

aubrey14@usf.edu

Arts & Life Editor
Sophia George

dialogue; however, not all
the conversations have been
constructive, but rather
confusing, so we’re here to set
the record straight.
First and foremost, the
swastika represents the
murder of over six million
Jews –– it’s an antisemitic
symbol.
Drawing a swastika on
a Jewish student’s body is
blatantly antisemitic; anyone
who says otherwise is either
ignorant or intentionally
misrepresenting historical
facts and does not speak for
the Jewish community.
The tiptoeing around this
incident, the excuses made
for the actions and the lack of
transparency are prohibiting
proper processing and
accountability from occurring.
We have heard individuals
claim alcohol was to blame.
Drunk actions are sober
thoughts; our society holds
individuals accountable
for damage caused due to
intoxication. Why isn’t our
USF community doing the
same?
We wish we could
say this was the first
antisemitic incident at USF
–– unfortunately, it is one of
many.

By Sean Schrader
Contributor

J

osh Rampertab and I
have been fortunate to
call USF St. Petersburg
home for the last several
years. This is the first time
we’ve witnessed a runoff
election and we’re excited
to be a part of this unique
opportunity.
Student Government
(SG) has often had a bad
reputation for being a student
organization, all in one
“clique,” who don’t truly
represent the needs of all
students. Josh and I have
heard this sentiment, both
on the campaign trail and
long before we made our
candidacy official.
It’s easy to talk about the
importance of inclusivity
and ensuring every student
has a voice, but those claims
must be met with action.
We believe what sets us
apart is our experience and
specific action-oriented plans
to achieve inclusivity on
campus. Inclusivity is such
a broad subject and many
initiatives fall within this area.
The St. Petersburg campus
is unique in a lot of ways.
A common thought among
students we’ve heard from is
that it mimics a country club

in its beauty and accessibility.
This unique atmosphere
didn’t just happen, it’s taken
hard work to create amenities
throughout the campus that
everyone can enjoy, such as
the campus fountain and the
waterfront.
Protecting these amenities
is where there might be a
challenge. However, we
have a plan to promote
sustainability while
involving the student body
in the process. Continued
partnership with the Student
Green Energy Fund (SGEF),
the Food Recovery Club, and
other environmentally focused
student organizations is how
we take action. For example,
working with SG’s Director
of Sustainable Initiatives, we
want to launch a recycling
campaign to help spread
awareness and educate on
recyclable everyday items.
Although students use
many different services on
campus, parking, residence
halls and dining options are
some of the most heavily
utilized on campus. Whether
you are a resident or
commuter student, you likely
interact with at least one of
these services on a regular
basis.
Throughout the campaign,
we’ve received feedback
about these different services
and although they are serving
their purpose, we’ve heard
that more can be done to
improve these three areas.
For example, parking permits
could be cheaper, more food

options could be available in
the dining hall and there could
be faster response times to
fulfill maintenance requests in
residence halls.
Now, let’s be realistic, if
we went by ourselves to these
agencies requesting that these
major changes be made, it
would be very hard to get
these changes done. However,
the campus governor has
the power to create task
forces that examine different
challenges on campus and
suggest potential solutions.
If elected, we will
create three task forces
made up of students from
different backgrounds to
create proposed solutions
and changes that should be
implemented. A task force
may sound boring, but
this would be an exciting
opportunity for students to
make their voices heard, work
together to solve problems
and most importantly see
results happen.
Although we talked
about USF St. Petersburg’s
amenities being unique
features, another cool thing is
that we are just minutes away
from downtown. There’s a
lot of exciting things to do
there, like go to the pier,
watch a movie or our personal
favorite, try an ice cream
shop.
However, a lot of these
places are expensive and
on limited student budgets
it’s hard to pay for these
experiences. Several years
ago, SG launched “Bulls

in the Burg,” an initiative
that provides information
on student discounts that
are available throughout St.
Petersburg when students
show their student ID. We
want to make those resources
available to you, but also
expand them even further.
Wouldn’t it be cool to have a
student movie night at AMC
Sundial or a student night at
the St. Pete Pier?
Every campaign season,
the student body hears from
candidates and learns about
what they plan to do on
campus. What makes our
campaign unique is that
we are bringing different
leadership skills to one office.
Serving the St. Petersburg
campus in SG this year
(Sean) and implementing
initiatives like having former
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick
Kriseman do a presentation
on-campus, and serving in
the Harborside Activities
Board as president (Josh) and
leading events like Movies on
the Lawn, or the Homecoming
Ball, is what sets us apart.
People have different
opinions on how SG should
work. We believe that if SG is
not working for the students,
then it’s failed its purpose.
If we are elected, the
students are our boss, we
listen to you.
Sean Schrader
is a senior business
management major at USF
St. Petersburg.
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‘The Batman’ shows off a gritty
Gotham City
By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

R

obert Pattinson has
traded vampires
for bats with “The
Batman,” directed by Matt
Reeves.
Acting as a reboot for the
DC universe’s Batman, the
movie is a lengthy entrance
into the world of the Dark
Knight.
“The Batman” is probably
the darkest adaption of its
source material yet –– a
feat given the fatal violence
of Ben Affleck’s “Justice
League” portrayal and the
chaotic psychosis of Heath
Ledger’s Joker during “The
Dark Knight Rises.”
Unlike its predecessors, the
grit of “The Batman” does not
come from violence or mania,
but rather from its deep
worldbuilding surrounding
the grimy cesspool that is
this film’s Gotham City. The
streets are filled with burning
cars and garbage, gangs and
underground prostitution rings
are the norm and the city’s

democracy has been infiltrated
by corrupt leadership.
Viewers can understand
Bruce Wayne’s dedication
to his edgy alter ego –– for
the first time on-screen the
failures of his beloved city
are shown instead of told.
Throughout the film, Batman
himself questions if Gotham’s
degeneracy runs too deep to
be salvaged.
Despite the movie’s PG-13
rating, “The Batman” doesn’t
shy away from showing the
evils that are being fought.
This transparency is necessary
given the protagonist’s entire
character is based around an
all-encompassing need to
destroy said evils.
Being able to see not only
Batman’s direct enemy, the
Riddler, but also the entire
system of criminality that
has powered the character’s
motivations builds the film’s
world while also fueling a
connection to the character.
Like the most recent
Batman film, “Joker,” “The
Batman” attempts to act

as a sort-of allegory to the
corruption seen in areas of
real-world society.
While the political
elements are not necessarily
forced, the brief discussions
of socioeconomics and
the generational cycle of
crime are a bit too surface
level to provide any sort of
meaningful insight. It’s not an
unwelcome conversation, but
it is one that deserves more
than to serve as a backdrop to
the story of a billionaire who
spends his free time dressed
up as a bat.
The star-studded cast
is one of the film’s biggest
selling points, providing a
sincerity to the ridiculousness
of the movie’s superhero
setting. Robert Pattinson
as Batman, Zoë Kravitz as
Catwoman, Colin Farrell as
the Penguin and Paul Dano
as the Riddler stand out in
particular.
The chemistry between
Kravitz and Pattinson is
outstanding. In the scenes
the pair share, they perfectly

sell a sultry storyline of an
attraction that spans beyond
economic borders. Their
vastly differing backstories
create a romance that feels
reminiscent of a superheroinspired Romeo and Juliet.
The biggest issue with
“The Batman” is its long
runtime. Sitting at nearly
three hours long, the movie
simply does not have enough
story to account for its length.
As great as the film’s
many elements are, by its
climax you are already
mentally checked out. Instead
of focusing on some great
battle between Batman and
his enemies, you’re left
wondering when the movie is
going to end.
Although prey to
underutilized allegory and a
long runtime, “The Batman”
has no shortage of successes.
Gorgeously staged
cinematography; a stunning
soundtrack, featuring both a
chilling original score and the
fitting use of “Something In
The Way” by Nirvana; a well-
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‘The Batman’ provides a
gruesome outlook on the
source material with a
star-studded cast.
rounded view into Gotham
City; and a stellar cast create
an imperfect, but satisfying,
entry into the crowded sea of
Batman flicks.
aubrey14@usf.edu

Let’s discuss the ‘Euphoria’ season two finale
By Ashley George
Contributor

I

Spoiler alert

f you don’t live under a
rock, you’ve probably
heard about the hit
HBO Max series that has
completely rattled us ––
“Euphoria.” I could go on
forever about each episode
of the series, but what we
need to discuss is how the last
episode left us –– empty and
questioning everything.
Let’s begin with Nate and
Cal Jacobs (to get them out of
the way).

Talk about trauma. I’m not
going to say I am surprised
about the ending for this
pair in season two, but the
gun Nate had insinuated a
different outcome.
While both Nate and Cal’s
nightmares have come true,
it seems like Nate is thriving
off the chaos ensuing (I mean,
look at what he did to Maddy)
and the revenge he got on his
dad. Cal, on the other hand, is
probably regretting not fleeing
the country.
Speaking of Maddy, are
we all surprised with how soft
she went on Cassie? Sure,

COURTESY OF HBO

Elliot, played by indie artist Dominic Fike, plays
“Elliot’s Song” in the finale of season two.

she slapped her and shoved
her into a wall, but I think
we were all expecting her to
essentially pull a Fezco and
really unleash.
Aside from that, season
three better be kind to Maddy,
and I hope she realizes
her worth –– starting with
dropping Nate Jacobs for
good.
Side note, do you think
it was awkward for Kat to
watch a play with her ex as
the star acting out prominent
moments in her life?
Cassie going ballistic
was probably the least of
her concerns until it actually
happened, which brings me to
her. Cas, what are you doing?
First of all, she’s not
“playing the villain,” she
literally is the villain (or at
least one of them). There was
a point in time when I felt
bad for her because I really
wanted to keep liking her, but
after she slept with her best
friend’s abusive ex, lie about
it and then publicly humiliate
her sister for calling out her
toxic behaviors, all bets are
off.
I was also left wondering
where she went because I am
boldly assuming she did not
go home following the play
and Nate, allegedly, wants
nothing more to do with her.
Let’s move on to Rue and
Jules –– with an emphasis on
Rue.
Seeing her sober and
processing her emotions
in a healthy way was
heartwarming. What is
concerning now, however, is

COURTESY OF HBO

Zendaya plays Rue Bennett, a teen dealing with a
whirlwind of issues surrounding her struggles with
drug addiction in the hit HBO Max series, ‘Euphoria.’
her claiming she stayed sober
for the rest of the school year.
Does that mean season three
entails more drug abuse from
Rue?
And are we in agreement
that Laurie set up some sick
unbeknownst connections
to pay off some of Rue’s
debt? This is one of the many
plotholes that need filling.
At least we have Elliot’s
song to listen to for the next
two years while we wait. I’m
sure we can get through it at
least once.
As for Jules, it was sweet
that she went over to Rue, but
it was a little soon. Also, what
is her status with Elliot? I’m
scared to find out (but ready,
nonetheless).
Finally, we have the
dreaded Ash, Fezco, Faye and
Custer debacle.

I wish so badly that two
things would have happened
prior to the police shootout
in the hallway. First, Faye
should have warned them
the minute Custer pulled her
around to the back and tipped
her off as to what was coming.
Second, Fezco should have
explicitly detailed his plan
and the potential dangers that
could follow if Ashtray didn’t
listen.
Despite the theories of
Ash still being alive, no
matter what happened once
the gunshots stopped firing,
I can’t imagine it is good. I
guess we’ll find out in 2024.
Ashley George is a
digital communication and
multimedia journalism
major at USF St.
Petersburg.
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Scores
USF Men’s Basketball
Date

Teams

Score

Mar. 3 Memphis at 73-64 (L)
USF
Mar. 6 USF at

75-47 (L)

Temple

USF Women’s Basketball
Date

Teams

Score

Mar. 2 Houston at 71-38 (W)
USF

USF Women’s Softball
Date

Teams

Mar. 2 USF at
FGCU

Score
6-3 (W)

Mar. 4 Illinois at 5-0 (W)
USF
Mar. 4 Florida

6-3 (W)

A&M at
USF
Mar. 5 Illinois at 4-0 (W)
USF
Mar. 5 Army at

4-1 (W)

USF
Mar. 6 Florida

9-0 (W)

A&M at
USF

Tampa Bay Lightning
Date

Teams

Score

Tampa Bay Lighting claim victory
in team’s first-ever outdoor game

Story and photo by
Candice Lovelace
Contributor

T

he Tampa Bay
Lightning defeated
the Nashville
Predators in the 2022 Navy
Federal Credit Union National
Hockey League (NHL)
Stadium Series at Nissan
Stadium on Feb. 26.
The Lightning won 3-2
in front of a sellout crowd
of more than 68,000 fans in
attendance –– the seventhhighest attended game in
league history.
More than 20,000
Lightning fans traveled to
Nashville to support their
team as Tampa Bay debuted
in their first outdoor game.
The night before the highly
anticipated game, Lightning
fans sported their blue and
white jerseys as they enjoyed
a night out in downtown.
“I took a walk right when
we got to the hotel and I
didn’t see anyone that wasn’t
a Lightning fan,” Lightning
forward Alex Killorn said
after the team practiced at
Nissan Stadium the night
before the game.
Lightning players
and coaches noticed the
impressive turnout of
Lightning fans that made the
trip to Nashville.
“This is a great moment
for us to be a part of. You’re

Tampa
3-1 (W)
Mar. 4 Detroit
Red Wings
at Tampa

Schedules
USF Men’s Baseball
Date

Teams

Mar. 8 Boston College at
USF
Mar. 9 Boston College at
USF

USF Women’s Tennis
Date

Teams

Mar. 9 VCU at USF

Tampa Bay Lightning
Date

Teams

Mar. 8 Lightning at
Winnipeg Jets
Mar. 10 Lightning at
Calgary Flames
Mar. 12 Lightning at
Edmonton Oilers
Mar. 13 Lightning at
Vancouver Canucks

The Lightning defeated the Predators 3-2 in the
Stadium Series hosted at Nissan Stadium’s outdoor
venue.
Just over eight minutes
into the first period, the
Predators scored the first goal
of the game.
The Lightning wasted no
time in the second period, as
Tampa Bay forward Brayden
Point scored for his team just
58 seconds in.
“When Brayden Point
scored, it felt like there was
almost a little bit more silence
and then the cheer of our
people came up. It was like,
‘here we go, we’re at home
now,’” said Lightning forward
Pierre-Édouard Bellemare.
“It was remarkable. I
always had to turn around
when we scored because it
was a sea of blue behind us,”
Lightning head coach Jon
Cooper said
Tampa Bay’s momentum
continued with another goal

from Nikita Kucherov in the
second period and the gamewinning goal from team
captain Steven Stamkos in the
third period.
Nashville scored again
late in the third period, but it
wasn’t enough to overcome
the Lightning’s 3-2 victory.
It was a victorious ending
to an incredible weekend
for Lightning players, their
families and fans.
Candice Lovelace
is a senior multimedia
journalism and digital
communications major at
USF St. Petersburg.

USF Community Garden:
Budding crops and community

Mar. 1 Ottawa
5-2 (W)
Senators at
Tampa
Mar. 3 Pittsburgh 5-1 (L)
Penguins at

seeing the last couple of
days a lot of blue and white
outside. We’ve got a great
following coming here with
us. We’re super excited to
make them proud,” Lightning
defenseman Victor Hedman
said.
According to Lightning
forward Pat Maroon, “it felt
like there were more Tampa
fans than Nashville fans.”
Leading up to the game,
fans had the opportunity
to experience the NHL
PreGame Fan Celebration and
Bridgestone Winter Park.
The PreGame fan
celebration allowed fans to
test their hockey skills in
challenges such as bullseye
battles, precision passing
challenge and target practice.
It also offered a photo
opportunity with the Stanley
Cup ––the championship
trophy awarded at the end of
each NHL season.
Bridgestone Winter Park
featured activities such as the
National Hockey League’s
Black Hockey History Truck
and a hockey trophy display
featuring the Vezina Trophy,
the King Clancy Award,
Clarence Campbell Bowl and
the President’s Trophy.
As soon as the puck
dropped on game day, Nissan
Stadium erupted with the
sounds of chanting from both
teams’ fans.

Story and photo by
Julia Elaine Lorelli
Contributor

A

mid COVID-19
isolation, Megan
Stowe set out to
build community through
food, thus creating the USF
Honors College Community
Garden.
Stowe is the Honors LLC
program director and an
academic advisor, as well
as the founder of Rooted in
Place: JGHC Community
Garden Service-Learning
Course.
The community service
and zero-credit hour course
was created in the fall 2021
semester by the Judy Genshaft
Honors College.
The course is designed to
grow nutrient rich ingredients
for food-insecure students
and staff, teach about food
sovereignty and build
sustainable communities in an
urban environment.
With the help of local
sources such as the USF
Botanical Gardens, USF
Urban Food Sovereignty
group, Department of
Religious Studies and
WellFed Community, the
garden was given life.

“This learning experience
is more than just gardening,
it is also about understanding
science through spirituality,”
Stowe said.
The course is currently led
by president and instructor of
the USF Community Garden,
Kobe Phillips.
“At first, I was drawn to
the course to reconnect with
nature. I think the physical
aspects of the garden, like
running my hands through the
dirt, the sweat on a hot day
and the community of people,
all attracted me toward the
project,” Phillips said. “Once
The USF Honors College Community Garden offers
I realized that the garden
Honors students a place to get service hours while
allowed me to have creative
freedom and reconnect with
growing food for those in need.
lost memories, I felt an
their crops. As of now, the
emotional attachment.”
expansion of the course. This
crops are planted as sprouts,
From reading “Epiphany
opportunity leaves room
but the garden intends to
in the beans” from Braiding
for the community to build,
move to seeds as it continues
Sweet Grass by Robin Wall
connect and thrive together
Kimmerer, to doing grounding to expand.
through food.
There is a large variety
exercises such as digging into
By studying the eco
the soil by hand, the course is of vegetables and herbs in
impact, food security and
the garden, such as spinach,
full of growth.
challenges of agriculture, USF
tomatoes, cabbages, kale,
“For me, hearing the
is not only bringing awareness
buzzing tune of the apiary and peppers, turnips, carrots and
to the minds of students,
more. The harvests from the
smelling the crisp dew of the
but also the surrounding
dirt made me fall in love with community garden are given
community.
to the USF Bulls Pantry.
our garden, and I wanted to
The students are directed
share that with other students
Julia Elaine Lorelli is a
to keep reflection journals
as well,” Phillips said.
student at USF Tampa.
to document learning and
Students put a lot of time
assist in the building and
and effort into cultivating

